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Worship Helpers for December 
December 4
Liturgist: Kay Pardonnet

Inside Usher: Ruth Merritt & Carline Knoll

Outside Usher:  Dolores Cook & Millie Stine

Acolyte: Gabriella Brooks

Projector:  Taylor Prins

Sound:  Deb Prins

 

December 11
Liturgist: Carline Knoll
Inside Usher: Jane Bode Folwer & Harriet Kiper
Outside Usher:  Dianna Weaver & Anne Henning
Acolyte: Saria Brooks
Projector:  Jen Larsen
Sound:  Need Volunteer
December 18
Liturgist: Tyler Friend
Inside Usher: Ruth Merritt & Janet Fisher
Outside Usher:  Arlene Salacina & Jean Reynhout
Acolyte: Morgan Pope
Projector:  Deb Prins
Sound:  Need Volunteer
December 25
Liturgist: Joe Groff
Inside Usher: Ron & Kay Pardonnet
Outside Usher:  Vern & Carolyn Boose
Acolyte: Blake Larsen
Projector:  Deb Prins
Sound:  Need Volunteer
If you would like to help with worship on Sunday morning please contact the office and we will put you on our list for worship helpers.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy office Hours 

7pm –Choir Practice
	1
Pastor Kathy’s  Day Off

	2
	3


	4  

9:30am – Worship
10:45am – Children’s Sunday School

11:30am – Christmas Play Practice
	5
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy Office Hours

1pm – Wired Word
	6
12:00pm – Longcore Circle Meeting @ Dorothy Sibley’s 


	7
8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy office Hours 

7pm –Choir Practice
	8
Pastor Kathy’s  Day Off

	9

	10
12:45pm-Carpool for Sweet Adeline Show


	11
9:30am – Worship
10:45am – Children’s Christmas Play Practice

6pm- Community Concert @ Grant Fine Arts Center
	12
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy Office Hours

1pm – Wired Word
	13
6:00pm –Christmas by Candle Light
	14
8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy office Hours 

7pm –Choir Practice
	15
Pastor Kathy’s  Day Off

	16

	17


	18  9:30am – Worship - Christmas Play
	19
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy Office Hours

1pm – Wired Word
	20
12pm – Mary Marth Circle @ Kay Pardonnet’s Home

	21
8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy office Hours 

7pm –Choir Practice
	22
Pastor Kathy’s  Day Off

	23

	24
7pm-Chirstmas Eve Worship Service

	25
9:30am – Christmas Worship

	26
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
	27

	28
8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy office Hours 

7pm –Choir Practice
	29
Pastor Kathy’s  Day Off

	30
	31
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Living In the Moment


I am sitting here looking to what I need to do for the coming year, planning worship experiences, deciding where to go with committees, trying to decide what I need to start packing and taking to Lansing on our weekly trips.  These are all important things to think about.  But last night a sense of presence washed over me after we had put up our blue light tree.  It occurred to me that we spend so much time looking to the future and how we are going to handle the situations that “could” arise that we tend to overlook another very important part of our lives:  the moment we are living in right now!  Christmas is a time we tend to overload on the “What we have to do’s”.   It is easy to pass right by the blessings in each moment as we walk through that moment.  I could have put up the blue light tree and simply said “Well that’s one more thing done!” then let the moment go as I began to think “What next?”  But all I did was sit and watch the lit tree as the skies darkened and noted with fascination how its light grew brighter and more peaceful in the deepening darkness.  It was a blessed time as my fried nerves began to calm and I realized how important this Christmas time is.  It serves as a reminder that we all can take the hands of the tiny baby and marvel in the goodness of God’s Creation and ultimate gift of love.  It is important to take time and pause and reflect on the beauty of the season and its meaning for each of us.  Without those moments Christmas itself becomes just one more season to get through, one more time of frantic, hectic, busy-ness.  Each moment offers blessings that go unnoticed until we take the time to appreciate the moment we are in.  Remember to take time to pause and reflect.  May each of your Christmas moments be filled with newly noticed blessings.   Merry CHRISTmas!!!!!


Pastor Kathy
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Dear church family,





Pastor Kathy and I want to thank you all for your prayers, thoughts, hugs and cards that we received after my mom's passing.  It was a difficult time but because of you we were able to get through it.  You are truly a church family and we appreciate it more than words will ever say.  Again thank you.





P.S.  After my mom’s last visit here she said she felt more like a family member here than at her own church.  Thank you for making her feel so welcome and a part of your church family.





Joe and Kathy Groff 
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By Joe Groff


Many of you know my mother just passed.  For the past couple of months she had been hearing her mother singing Silent Night saying how beautiful the music was.  While going through her belongings, I found this poem that was sent to her when my father passed. I thought it was very appropriate for anyone who lost a loved one this past year.





"This poem was written by a 13 year old boy who died of a brain tumor that he had battled for years.  He gave this to his mom before he died in December 1997.  His name was Ben."





My First Christmas in Heaven





I see the countless Christmas trees around the world below, with tiny lights, like Heaven's stars, reflecting on the snow.  The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away the tear for I am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.





I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear, but the sound of music can't compare with the Christmas choir up here.





I have no words to tell you, the joy their voices bring,


For it is beyond description, to hear the angels sing.


I know how much you miss me, I see the pain inside your heart, but I am not so far away, we really aren't apart.  


So be happy for me, dear ones, You know I hold you dear,  and be glad I'm spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.





I sent you each a special gift, from my heavenly home above.


I sent you each a memory of my undying love.


After all, love is a gift more precious than pure gold.





It was always most important in the stories Jesus told.


Please love and keep each other, as my Father said to do.  For I can't count the blessing of love he has for each of you.





So have a Merry Christmas and wipe away that tear


Remember, I am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.


�











United Methodist Women’s Meetings


Each meeting is open to all women.  Please join us for which ever ones you are able to attend.  You are always welcome.


Longcore Circle –Tuesday, December 6 at 12pm @ Dorothy Sibley’s Home. 


UMW Ladies Night Out –Tuesday, December 13 @ 6pm (NOTE TIME CHANGE) - @ the church. This is a fun family friendly night where everyone is welcome.  Please join us and invite your friends and neighbors.                                                      


Mary Martha Circle – Tuesday, December 20   at 12pm @ Kay Pardonnet’s Home at 625 Apache, Fremont.  Pot luck.  Bring a dish to pass.


�





�


Men, come join us on Wednesdays at 8:30am at the City Limits Restaurant 


(next to McDonalds).





It's been a few weeks since I had been at men's group.  But things didn't change much.  Men are still wondering how their names get on "things to do" lists.  So they came up with pens with invisible ink.  So when our wives sign us up for something, within an hour the ink will disappear and our names won't be on the list.  I then needed some help for a Christmas present for my wife and asked what everyone was getting their wives for Christmas.  Complete silence!!! When told they were no help, one man, won't say who, said he was getting his wife a new dryer.  And he will wrap it in a box 8" by 12".  When asked how, he said it would be a rope with clothespins and she can start hanging clothes outside!! Well the group said that he might want to reconsider because his wife would use the rope to hang him.  He replied that he was going to trim all his trees outside.  So if your husband is trimming your trees, you know what you're getting for Christmas!!  So guys, come on out on Wednesday's at 8:30 a.m. at the City Limits.  You may not get any ideas what to get your wife for Christmas, but you will learn what not to get her!!  Merry Christmas and have a blessed New Year from the men's group!


   Joe Groff


   





















































Pastor’s Resource List





We all love our Pastor and would love to keep her as long as possible.  One way to do this is to give her all the help we can.  We all know that we are an important part of the ministry of the church of Love.  The Pastor cannot be expected to do it all.  Here is one way we can help:  We can become part of a resource team to help our Pastor minister to those in need.  





There are many ways you can help.  Please check the signup sheet in the coffee area at church or call the church office at 231-652-6581.





John Wesley’s philosophy is “DO GOOD”.  Here is our chance to do good.  We can become part of our Pastor’s Resource List.  Look for volunteer signup sheets at coffee hour on Sunday Mornings.


						


�





Driving the 1st and 2nd Miles of Mission: 


United Methodists support mission outreach in a variety of ways. The primary route is through apportioned giving. An apportionment invites each congregation to remit a “fair share” of dollars to connectional ministry and mission. In West Michigan apportionments are called “Ministry Shares.” Ministry Shares are considered First Mile Giving. Churches should pay Ministry Shares in full before they begin to designate other giving.  


Ministry Shares fund World Service and Conference Benevolences. World Service is the heart of our United Methodist presence world-wide. World Service dollars: provide support for over 9,000 mission projects around the world and across the U.S.; provide a network of missionaries, developers, and chaplains; fund schools and colleges; make a wide variety of resources available to local churches and much more. Conference Benevolences stay in West Michigan, maintaining camps, youth ministries, community centers, campus outreach, training for pastors and laypersons, and much more.  





John Wesley once said, “Do all the good you can, in all the places you can, to all the people you can.” In the spirit of John Wesley, churches that pay their First Mile giving then go on to Second Mile giving through The Advance. The Advance is a way to support projects with special interest to a congregation. An important feature of The Advance is that 100% of every donation goes to the chosen project. This is a claim no other charitable organization can make. Since 1948 The Advance has channeled $1.2 billion to thousands of ministries in 125 countries.  





The West Michigan Conference organizes the Advance in Six Lanes: •    Lane 1: Missionary Salary Support •    Lane 2: Global Projects •    Lane 3: National Projects •    Lane 4: UMCOR/Hunger Relief • Lane 5: Racial Ethnic Local Churches • Lane 6: Conference Projects 


The Six Lanes is simply a model to help achieve a broad scope of outreach that touches neighbors next door as well as neighbors in places far away. 


What a congregation!!!   We are geared up to be a Six Lanes Church again for 2016.  Thank you all for your prayerful giving!!


�    �





Mission Minutes-6 Lanes of Giving 





�


Treasurer’s Report





Please prayerfully consider how you can help support the ministries of Newaygo United Methodist Church in 2016.  





Contributions through 


November 30, 2016 -                    $   7,143.00


Expenses through


November 30, 2016 -                    $   8,303.00


Total	       			           ($ 1,160.00)


If you have any questions or would like to see a more detailed report please call Deb Prins at 231-652-6581 or see a copy of the reports posted on bulletin board in the church office.


 PLEDGE CARDS


Please prayerfully consider how you can support the Newaygo United Methodist Church and it’s ministries in 2017.  





Place your pledge on a pledge card and put it in the offering plate on Sunday morning to be dedicated.  You may also mail your pledge cards to P.O. Box 366, Newaygo, MI  49337.





Newaygo UMC uses the pledges as a guide for budgeting so that we can be wise with the gifts God has given us and do as much good in our world as possible.  Please have your pledges in by December 15, 2016 if possible.





�





Doris Jacques			Marne Salacina


Edna Schilling			Fern Glasspoole


Nancy Ferguson		Al Winchel


Jean Bumstead		June Wade


Susanne Geerdink		Barb Westbrook


Unspoken Prayers		Peace in the World


Military Service Persons	
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Sunday School


Classes For All Ages


10:45 for Children


11:00am for Adults


11:30am play practice





The children will be presenting the CHRISTmas story to the congregation on Sunday, December 18 at 9:30am during worship.





If you have any questions, please see Anne Henning.  


�














�





Thank you Gladys Kroll, faithful prayer partner to Ken Cain and prayer chain president. For many years, I was the last person and I called Gladys to complete the chain. She had so many great stories. She told me a church lady joke. Maybe she told you too: the one about newlyweds fighting over who should make the coffee in the morning. Man: It’s your job as a wife to have the coffee ready in the morning. Wife: I know it’s your duty because there’s a whole chapter in the bible about it, Hebrews. It’s still funny, especially at my house because Jon doesn’t drink coffee.


Thank you Anne Henning, for joining the Kids Hope team. She is our newest mentor. Many of you know her as Ms. Anne-Sunday school teacher. Carline Knoll is her prayer partner. Her student’s name is Seth, a second grader at Velma Matson. Pray for them as they start this new relationship. Carline isn’t the only member of the team with a new role. Harriet Kiper is our new substitute mentor.


Thank you for your continuing prayers and support for our mentors, prayer partners and students. Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year.


Sherry








Social Club


We have had a wonderful year of gathering to do many interesting things.  We are excited for a new year of fellowship.  Please consider coming to the 2017 planning meeting for the Social Club on January 11, 2016! Please come with your ideas and help us plan some great fellowship gatherings for the church. 








December – Sweet Adeline’s Performance – Saturday, December 10th.  We will carpool from the church at 12:45pm and attend the 2pm show.  


�


If you have any questions please see Joe Groff or Deb Prins or contact the person listed for each planned event.   If you have other ideas or would like to plan something please let us know that also.











�























�


December Anniversaries


12/10	Bill & Lois VanDyke


12/23	Ken & Kathy Cain








December  Birthday’s





12/1	Nancy Ferguson


12/4	Ashley Friend


12/13	Dorothy Besemer


12/17	Melven Carr


12/17	Sue Irwin


12/18	Dolores Cook


12/21	Taylor Prins


12/22	Paul Gray


12/26	Dave VanderHyde


12/27	Linda Geddes


12/30	Marilyn Dawson





�





If your birthday or anniversary are not listed we apologize.  Please send Deb Prins your updated information.  You can call 231-652-9581 or send an email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:debprins@sbcglobal.net" �debprins@sbcglobal.net�.   Thank you for your help in updating our information. 





Safety Team Update





Newaygo United Methodist Church has created a safety team.  This team is in the process of creating check lists and setting up training for teams to be in place on Sunday mornings beginning sometime in Febraury.  If you would like to be a part of a 2 person team that is (on duty) on Sunday morning, please let the church office know.  





The next meeting will be Wednesday, January 4 @ 6:00pm.  If you have any questions or concerns you would like to have considered please plan to attend or contact the church office at 231-652-6581.


�








Military Prayer Chain


Please keep all persons serving in the US military branches in your prayers every day.  Below are persons currently serving in the military who are loved ones of your church members.  


Staff Sargent Mandy Hagan


Staff Sargent Frank Arnold


Spec. Kathleen Arnold


Ashley Friend


Clint Walls


Elliott McBride


Christopher Peterman


Jacob Shain


Jeremy Cook








We thank you Lord for your love and protection for all of our loved ones and ask that you continue to protect all who serve in the armed forces.  


Amen





Christmas Walk Thank you





Thank you to all who helped plan, set up for, serve & clean up after the soup supper and photo exhibit.  Your help make the Christmas Walk a success every year for the Newaygo United Methodist Church and the Community!





Thank you to all who participated by entering your photo into the exhibit!  It was wonderful.  


�



























































We’re on the Web!


Visit us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.newaygoumc.com" �www.newaygoumc.com�


or check us out on facebook:  Newaygo United Methodist Church





We are God’s Dream Seekers who seek to make disciples of Jesus Christ in ways that show love, respect and service to our community.





Mission





Newaygo United Methodist Church


P.O. Box 366


Newaygo, MI  49337





Join us on Sunday Mornings for Worship at 9:30am with fellowship following.  


10:45 –Children’s Sunday School


11:00am – Adult Sunday School


All are welcome.





If you have any questions or would  like more information regarding worship services and activities at Newaygo United Methodist Church please feel free to call the church office 


Monday-Thursday 9am-1pm.











Newaygo United Methodist Church


P.O. Box 366


  Newaygo, MI  49337


Phone:


231-652-6581


Fax:


231-652-6601


E-Mail:


umcnew@newaygoumc.com
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